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Courage where you find and you 
find abundance wherever there 
are amputees who laid life and limb 
upon the altar democracy and left 
some there. There are, and have 
long been among us, men, women and 
children, who, result accident 
tragedy that stalks all sections all 
times, timorously try handle modern 
replacements arm, hand, leg foot. 
Lacking assurance, they try repeatedly, 
but remain timorous. 

The instilling positive courage 
the hearts these people has been un- 
Leg, Inc., and its ofticial mag- 
Courage. Led Augusta 
Weaver 600 South Oak St., Sapulpa, 
Oklahoma, woman rare intuitive 
understanding, who compiles, edits and 
distributes Courage, the Fraternity sets 
high standards courage and faith 
these victims perverse 

And yet, Carville feel that 
patient here has achieved the ultimate 
courage and faith, exceeding even 
these high standards, She Ruby 
Davis, who came here 1942. After 
her diagnosis Hansen’s disease 
1932, she took chaulmoogra 
ments hospital Texas, during 
the ensuing ten years before coming 
Carville. During that period, she 
first demonstrated the indomitable 
courage which was become inte- 
gral part her spirit. She was one 
the first volunteer for the experi- 
wental artificially induced 
apy. She took treatments all, 
rate per week, during which she 
endured great suffering without com- 
plaint resentment. 

Upon hearing the new drugs 
which were being effectively used 
1942, and after having experienced 
trouble with her feet, she came 
here for treatment. She worked for 
while the infirmary, but after 
acute reaction during which her hands 
contracted and she lost her sight for 
months, she became infirmary pa- 
tient herself. After many trials and 
tribulations, she regained sight one 
eye. Four operations (two more due) 
her hands have partially restored 
their use. 

the same time, infection created 
her foot was causing much 
she was little uncertain amputa- 
tion relief measure, but the doctors 
assured her was the only way, Since 
the amputation, she she feels 
much better, because she 
suffers physically and her mental stress 
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has been greatly relieved, 

Even when realizing, upon her dis- 
charge from the infirmary, that she 
was longer capable infirmary 
work, she stubbornly refused become 
invalid. She sent away for books 
from which she learned make dogs 
end cat dolls with the use large 
small pair pliers, miles 
metericl, 


Those who have seen Ruby’s handiwork 
loudly sing its praises. Here she holding 
one her life-like white kitten. 
addition, Ruby sells dresses, hos- 
iery and greeting cards, acting 
representative for outside firms. She 
also keeps her own room clean em- 
ploying chair replace her missing 
leg and hobbling around the room with 
waxer, and does her own washing and 
ironing. She has stove and occasional- 
cooks her own meals, specializing 
making strong With going 
the clinic once day and receiving 
therapy twice day, can easily 
seen that she lives fairly busy life. 
Among the many dimensions cour- 
age included the determination 
wear something take the place 
that arm leg that 
from living body, under conditions 
other than desirable. The greatest will 
practice wearing mechanical non- 
mechanical arms legs fails find 
material that any skin loves 
Ruby, her usual undaunted manner, 
this problem right stride, She 
willingly went New Orleans for fit- 
for wooden leg, and walked suc- 
cessfully the first time she tried. When 
question using the 
came up, she immediately agreed 
give try with the same enthusiasm. 
With the typically American attitude 
favoring the under-dog, Ruby says 
she always tries help people worse 
olf than herself, Although her earnings 


Here Ruby getting ready give the 
“walker” trial. Miss Christine Tanaka, 
one Carville’s physical therapists, 


“standing by.” The walker gift this 
hospital from the American Legion Auxili- 
ary, Department Washington. 

are not great, she never hesitates 
give loan money other patients 
need. She also enjoys helping new pa- 
ticnts become adjusted, for she remem- 
bers her own problems when she first 
here. 

Perhaps she does all this help sub- 
stitute for her family, for since coming 
here, the only member her family 
who writes her occasionally her 
mother,to whom she money. 
She has never heard from received 
any help from any her seven sisters, 
although all them are fairly well- 
to-do. Even her grown son has never 
written, although lives neigh- 
boring state and also fairly well off. 

Ruby has come one seeming- 
other, she has crossed each with ease 
with incomparable outlook life. 
After closer inspection this outlook, 
one soon realizes that Ruby’s strength 
tal, This evident the fact that she 
ing the Protestant church, prayer meet- 
ings and Bible classes, 


the future, she realizes she 
alone, but happy. She plans remain 
Carville for the rest her life. Since 
she enjoys ball games, listening mus- 
dances and various activities, and 
likes and liked the doctors (arid 
chief nurse, Sister Teresa), and her 
fellow patients, she has fear be- 
bored lonesome. summing 
her present attitude, she says she 
has come appreciate the beauty 
Carville which has inspired love 
God that will carry her through life 
with courage and faith. 
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They Call Them Comics 


Destructive 


Raving maniacs, 
derers, demented sex criminals and 
other such “charming” characters are 
being presented our younger genera- 
tion the guise so-called 
books. featured news-stands 
throughout the country and are easily 
accessible every child reading age 
just time life when they are 
most impressionable and subject de- 
lusions which may stay with them for 
the rest their lives. 

Reader’s Digest (June 1954), 
with the great problem these 
types magazine are presenting, tells 
how they almost completely tend the 
weird, unnatural, treacherous and de- 
ceitful. The Digest article entitled 
“For the Kiddies Read” 
Murphy, columnist and editorial writ- 
for the Hartford, Connecticut, 
Courant, blames public apathy more 
than any other single factor for the 
existence this disgraceful literature. 
Also, seems that the clean living, 
highly idealistic strips like Superman, 
and Captain Marvel and such, are tak- 
ing back seat this relatively new 
play 


fighting story Arthur Folse 
the Baton Rouge State Times (July 
30, 1954), Mr. Folse said Baton Rouge 
“swamped with vicious comics and 
the harm being done the minds 
their young readers almost beyond 
estimation.” But have had the comic 
book menace brought even closer home 
than this. 


was brought the attention 
THE STAR William Whitney 
the Louisiana Department Public 
Welfare, that book called 
From the Crypt had published 
story concerning healthy man who 
through jealousy and deception, was 
picted the most horribly imaginable 
conditions surrounding the disease and 
spoke its highly contagious nature. 
Another called The Mark the Beast 
presented one the most grotesque 
creatures imaginable, completely white, 
with badly deformed body and 
venomous bite. preserved every mis- 
conception so-called leprosy and 
even threw few that don’t exist. 

Much the same type misconceptions 
concerning cancer were presented 
The Vault traced the 
growth cancer lump until had 
completely consumed body 
and had become living cancer, which 
went about consuming other humans, 
Thus, both the Hansen’s disease and 


cancer education programs received se- 
vere set-backs for the sake sensational- 
ism. each case, horror was empha- 
vised the point sensationalizing 
the stories. The drawings themselves 
were among the most 
sible, still playing the same sensa- 
tional idea, 

These are just few many the 
same types stories published, and yet, 
there another form “comic” put 
out the guise presenting good, 
which, while creating good one 
hand, sacrifices truth accuracy 
the other, and does just much 
harm. example this situation was 
publication put out under the name 
Evangelist Billy Graham, which told 
the Biblical story the Lep- 
er.” The story itself admittedly in- 
spiring, but fails draw line 
distinction between Biblical leprosy and 
Hansen’s disease, thus preserving the 
old fears, superstitions and misconcep- 
tions connected the old disease. 
actually took step the other way com- 
paring the disease sin, calling “lep- 
rosy the soul,” thus dealing another 
stunning blow public enlightenment 
the disease. 

Several protests have, far 
know, failed deter the circulation 
the book. “representative” Billy 
Graham said that the mistakes would 
not repeated future publications, 
but could say nothing about what 
would done about the current 
sue. Billy Graham personally has not 
shown any inclination become 
volved the question, either allevi- 
ate the present situation make 
future restitution. 


Constructive 


bad the situation becoming, 
demonstration the actual good that 
can done strip was given Dr. 
Nicholas Dallis, creator Rex Morgan, 
M.D., who refuses sacrifice anything 
for truth, and yet his strip does not 
lack Dr. Dallis has received 
wide acclaim for beating down all types 
medical misconceptions. His recent 
pertrayal the hardship dis- 
charged disease patient 
brought favorable comment from all 
quarters, and was dealt with extensive- 
THE STAR. its 1954 conven- 
tion, the American Medical Associa- 
tion presented Dr. Dallis citation 
recognition the outstanding health 
education service has performed 
Rex Morgan, M.D. 

the light the success the 
Rex Morgan strip, plans are now 
progress have the story printed 


comic book form for distribution 
moderate cost. similar book was em- 
ployed the fight against venereal 
disease with quite bit success, and 
hoped that the same thing will 
true the fight against Hansen’s dis- 
ease. For this become reality, 
will necessary for 
nected with the disease every- 
thing his power aid 
our supporters, may help writing 
THE STAR let know the num- 
ber books needed each. that 
way will able have enough 
copies printed insure the most com- 
plete possible circulation. 

hoped that our book will serve 
double purpose—that enlightening 
the public, well making creators 
the regular strips realize the damage 
that can done through ignorance, 
and try present only harmless materi- 
al, rather than the “sensational” trash 
which now seems the order the 
day. 


Note: the Rex Morgan, M.D. comic 
book project, THE STAR seeking 
the support such organizations the 
Leonard Wood Memorial and the 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
are encouraged letter received 
from the Rev. Forest Eisenbise, Dallas, 
Texas, regional secretary ALM. Rev. 
Eisenbise wrote, our New York 
learned that you are under- 
place before the public 
book form the recent Rex Morgan, 
M.D. continuity Hansen’s disease, 
More power you! shall 
project with almost unlimited pos- 
sibilities presenting the educational 
and scientific approach the subject 
most attractive and appealing way.” 

Among others who have expressed 
interest this project are Carl 
Corbin, editor the New Orleans 
States. The Rex Morgan strip runs 
daily the States and Sundays the 
New Orleans 

From far away Australia, the Rela- 
tives and Friends Association (Han- 
sen’s disease), Mr. Hinton, secre- 
tary, hopes introduce Rex Morgan 
Australia via the comic book, and 
publicity given Rex THE STAR 
has attracted the attention Mr. 
social worker Madras, In- 
dia. Mr. Desikan suggested that se- 
the Rex Morgan strip THE 
STAR. are reasonably certain that 
Desikan will like the idea the 
comic book, and will others workers 
many countries. 
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Comic Strip Creator 
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Photo—Courtesy Oakland Tribune Oakland, Calif. 


Dr. Nicholas Dallis, 42, Toledo, Ohio, psychiatrist, was awarded special AMA 
citation for the service performs the medical profession his comic strip, “Rex 
Morgan, M.D.” With him his son, Peter, 11, one three children, the others are Sally, 
and Carolyn, Dr. Dallis married his nurse—which lot romantic readers hope 
that Dr. Morgan will eventually get around doing 


Warmest congratulations Dr. Dal- 
lis his AMA special citation, Quite 
thing when you stop think it— 
the creator comic strip getting 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSQCIA- 
TION award. 

Although the medical profession long 
has been appreciative the presenta- 
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tion its problems through the char- 
acter Rex Morgan, M.D., undoubt- 
edly was the comic strip’s recent se- 
quence which Dr. Morgan fought 
successful uphill battle educate 
terical community accept patient 
discharged from Carville, which played 
big part the decision the AMA 


Awarded 


award. 


Dr. Dallis had been thinking about 
Hansen’s disease possible sequence 
ever since got letters from Roy Deck 
and from THE STAR back 1948. 
delayed for years because there was 
the question public accept- 
ance such topic. studied the 
subject thoroughly and about 
ago had conference with execu- 
tives the Publishers Syndicate, which 
distributes the Rex Morgan feature 
more than 300 newspapers the 
United States, Mexico, Cuba and Swed- 
en. During the conference the question 
was raised not much public ac- 
ceptance but rather editorial ac- 
ceptance. was decided hold off 
the “leprosy sequence” until some edi- 
tors could canvassed. The canvass 
was not conclusive. The balance the 
Hansen’s story was taking chance 
violating some the editorial preju- 
dices—prejudices which THE STAR 
has written about, not just the pub- 
lic, but sometimes found editorial 
offices. The canvass revealed that most 
editors did not know the first thing 
about Hansen’s disease. However, the 
decision was made ahead, and the 
“leprosy sequence” which was started 
givings” turned out Rex Morgan’s 
most popular medical adventure, The 
impact the series may judged 
the fact that while was running, re- 
for information addressed the 
Public Health Service Hospital here, 
more than doubled. 


Four-Man Operation 


The Rex Morgan feature 
logue for the “balloons” are written 
solely Dallis. Figures are done 
Marvin Bradley Barrington, 
And then backgrounds are filled 
another artist, Frank Edgington, To- 
ledo. Rounding out the foursome re- 
search assistant, Victor “stand-up-and- 
be-counted” Ullman, Toledo. Mr. 
man spent about week here Car- 
ville March. that time THE 
STAR staff and “Vic” 
friends. 


One the few cities which the 
strip not published—at Dr. Dallis’ 
request—is Toledo, where Dr. Dallis 
busy the active practice psychiatry. 
(He began private practice 1950 af- 
ter resigning consulting psychiatrist 
nationally famous Juvenile 
Court and also director the To- 
ledo Mental Hygiene Center) 


—continued page 
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Paul Keisler (standing) gives instructions 
patient making lamp from cypress 
roots. 


Back school was the theme some 
patients’ thinking the school bell 
rang our community, the Tuesday 
morning after Labor Day, did 
communities from coast coast, Since 
taking residence here, that 
school bell has rung each first Tuesday 
September, signalling the beginning 
the Fall semester. But any resem- 
blance between the school system to- 
day, and that earlier years this 
community ends with that bell ringing. 

What schooling there was 
years, before came and for years after- 
ward, was provided patient with 
minimum school diploma. 
were conducted for two hours 
cach morning and matter how many 
grades there were, some method had 
worked out give each group re- 
citation while all others carried 
with study written work. Without 
certified instructor, and without 
course study laid down the State, 
credits were earned. was much 
more like rural school 
section—just 

During the nearly ten years that 
served the this school, 
probably made nuisance myself 
with the constant plea that education 
brought up-to-date with registered 
teachers and affiliation with the State 
School System. Therefore, was 
tour the four quonsets devoted hous- 
ing the school and manual training 
program, and interview the faculty 
preparation for this article. The dream 
yesteryears now reality and 
not only the younger patients, but 
adults desiring further their educa- 
tion are benefitting from the affiliated 
staffed with registered teachers. 
the years since affiliation, there have 
heen five high school graduates and 


The faculty, busily engaged arrang- 
ing class schedules, Mrs. Grevemberg, Mr. 
England, Mr. Keisler and Miss Jones. 
six elementary graduates. 

Community supervises 
entire educational program here. Mr. 
Gaston England, who instructs 
ence and math, principal the 
school. was employed the Pub- 
lic Health Service March 1950. Mrs. 
Mamie Grevemberg, who came here 
the same time Mr. England, teaches 
English elementary, high school and 
adult addition this, she 
school publication, QM, weekly carry- 
ing intramural news, Miss Elaine Jones 
joined the staff May 1953, and 
teaches history and the commercial 
courses. Paul Keisler, instructor man- 
ual and industrial arts, came here 
January 1951, institute that part 
the program. 


our school system, for has been al- 
tered better suit the needs the 
community, rather than 
with the routine months school 
months vacation used else- 
where. Here there are six weeks 
school, followed one week vaca- 
tion which makes the term run 
months, with one month vacation dur- 
ing August. Since this system has been 
adopted there has been ‘steady in- 
crease percentage class attendance, 
indicating that suited our way 
life, according Mr. Rickman. The 
week’s vacation gives opportunity 
any student who might behind 
subject receive special help, for the 
faculty here for that purpose. This 
semester there the possibility some 
full-time students enrolling for 
work credits, addition adults 
registering for special courses. 

During the interview, asked Mr. 
England how teaching here compared 


Miss Jones prepares shorthand review 
for her class 
with his former teaching assignments, 
replied, “Teaching here cannot 
compared teaching else- 
Here the classes are small, the 
students get more individual attention 
and therefore have opportunity for 
school with classes students 
you know each pupil only casually, but 
here you know your students intimate- 
ly, their activities, their interests and 
much about their dreams and ambi- 
tions. teacher here must one 
the group for there much closer as- 
sociation.” Mr. England gave very 
definition our faculty for they 
are all warm, friendly people with 
you not feel the awe 
learned professor who talks down 
you, experienced some dur- 
ing our school days. You feel that the 
teacher your friend, eager and an- 
help you with your studies, 
but also interested your health, your 
monthly laboratory tests and all the 
other things paramount importance 
your personal life. 

the adult classes, six students have 
sufficient knowledge our 
history able secure their great- 
sought after citizenship papers. Mrs, 
Grevemberg has made use tape re- 
corder correct pronunciation. When 
person hears his own voice the 
tape, quickly recognizes his errors 
and anxious correct them. Visual 
education used great extent, too, 
the school system. have come 
the conclusion that educational meth- 
ods today bear only faint resem- 
school days. well remember how dry 
and uninteresting geography 
were me—just facts, figures and 
that were remembered only for 
exams. Today with visual education 

—continued next page 
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background 
the field social work, Miss Lena 
(above) Johnsonburg, Pa., 
probably find our community isn’t 
unusual some people think. Many 
called upon handle here will not 
fer greatly from those found 
other hospitals which she 

Miss Beck joined the staff this 
hospital July 14, taking over the 
duties medical social worker. She 
holds B.S. Temple University 
aud M.S.S. (Master Social Sci- 
ence) from Smith College. When asked 
she had any knowledge this hospi- 
tal before coming here, Miss Beck said, 
saw some Hansen’s patients Ft. 
Bragg, during the war, some- 
thing the illness, Then, too, had 
done extensive work with tuberculosis 
patients and work with the 
American Red Cross became even 
more familiar with the Carville hospi- 
tal, had heard about Carville through 
Miss Katherine Reeble, who formerly 
had this position 

During her years work military 
hospitals, Miss Beck has 
ous types cases. She unassuming 
person with personality that invites 
confidence and this should much 
help her work our community. 
She feels that the greatest problem 
public the discharged patient back 
into the life his community. She 
prefers patients come her volun- 
tarily for then they are the mood 
discuss their problems freely. Miss Beck 
resides Baton Rouge. 

Miss Beck the third social worker 
assigned Carville. Miss Réebel 
worked here during the 
1919. Miss Sarah Ahearne assumed the 
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duties February 1950, resigning 
July 1954, 


The position Administrative Of- 
ficer part the official set-up 
other Public Health Service Hospitals, 
but not Carville until recently. Mr. 
Francis Ellis (above) arrived here 
late July, assume this office. Mr. 
came Carville from the New Or- 
leans Public Health Service Hospital, 
where held the same post for the 
past four years. has been with the 
Public Health Service for fifteen years, 
and his rating Senior Pharmacist, 
graduate Pharmacy the De- 
Institute Technology. However, 
abandoned the mortar pestle 
long ago favor administrative 
work, His PHS assignments have in- 
cluded Detroit, Baltimore and New 
York. 

All the non-clinical activities this 
hospital will function under the direc- 
tion Mr, Ellis. The organization 
such will divided into five depart- 
ments, each with its own head. They 
Building and Maintenance, Supply 
Section, Finance, Personnel and House- 
keeping. 

found Mr. Ellis very easy talk 
with. New Yorker birth but 
was reared Detroit, Mich. seems 
planted Yankee, because the milder 
winters the South. 

Mr. Ellis expressed pleasure 
Carville assignment, was glad 
selected for this post, have visited here 
before. This wonderful place with 
myriad activities and that what 
it. have found capable staff 
here, devoted their work.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis and their charm- 
ing daughter, Kay, college age (she 
will Michigan State) have quar- 
ters the Station. 


Knowledge 


the same subjects are vibrant means 
travel without leaving your desk. 

The commercial courses are ones 
that not only provide knowledge that 
can open the way for employment after 
leaving the hospital, but students 
typing have the additional advantage 
strengthening weak fingers—a part 
physical medicine. Miss Jones had 
typing, bookkeeping and short- 
hand students during the last term. Be- 
fore joining the faculty, Miss Jones 
worked secretary, the students 
have the benefit her office experi- 
well her knowledge the 
subjects. 

The manual arts program com- 
ponent the physical 
gram, too, being used 
hands. addition adults learning 
use tools make things they wish 
have, ten the students took this 
course for school credits last year, 
said, “In the school work 
actually used teach the fundamen- 
tals using rulers, making proper 
measurements, drawing patterns for 
finished objects, well instructions 
proper use and care tools. Such 
things are applicable the normal 
life the home for without such know- 
ledge how could one make draperies, 
bedspreads, curtains the correct 
size, measure floor for carpet 
linoleum.” 


isn’t all work and play the 
school, either. addition the regu- 
lar school parties given the faculty, 
the Spann Unit 188, American 
Legion Auxiliary, often entertains the 
students picnic. They also sponsor 
contest Americanism each year 
with prizes for the winners, The Pt. 
Lions Club annually presents 
plaques for the best records attend- 
ance and school progress, Then there 
are the dancing classes, taught Miss 
Jones. THE dance 
records for these classes and the stu- 
dents are not only taught the proper 
steps but ballroom etiquette well. 
This weekly class eagerly anticipated. 

Mrs. Grevemberg resides nearby 
St. Gabriel, but Mr. England, Miss 
Jones and Mr. Keisler drive back and 
forth from Baton Rouge daily. 

The up-to-date school system 
credit the hospital, and the credit 
the faculty and students, wish 
say have racial problem for the 
school thoroughly democratic with 
bars raised because age, race 
creed, but open all who are thirsty 
for knowledge. The thought behind 
this well expressed Tennyson, 
“Let knowledge grow from more 
—A.P. 
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conversations with visitors signing 
our STAR guest book recent weeks 
could recorded here, they would re- 
veal wide range subjects from Han- 
sen’s disease, course, drama, and 
from topics the day friendship. 

Dr. Silvio Palacios Paz, Bolivia, 
talked about his native Spain, and 
his Public Health work South Amer- 
ica, particularly Hansen’s disease, 
problem which currently con- 
centrating. There are about 2000 cases 
dence the disease seems the 
border between Bolivia and Brazil. Dr. 
Palacios spent about twelve days here 
this summer, and before returning 
sen’s disease the Oswaldo Cruz In- 
stitute Rio Janeiro. During his 
Carville visit, Dr. Palacios called 
STAR office several times and 
high caliber. 

One might call Carville “Internation- 
House” not only because its residents 
come trom many countries, but 
its visitors, Dr. John Stewart, 57, 
Palermo, Ontario, Canada, was here 
ior week August, preparing for 
assignment which will take him Li- 
next year where will work 
medical missionary St, Timothys 
Hospital, Cape Mount. There are about 
patients being cared for there. 
pecially interested observing Dr. 
Riordan’s work here hand surgery. 
course the School Tropical 
Medicine, London, will help prepare 
Dr. Stewart for his Liberian 
ment, Dr, Stewart also Episcopa- 
lian minister and was chaplain dur- 
ing World War II. After the war, 
completed his medical work the Uni- 
viously studied theology. served 
residency surgery Polyclinic 
New York. Dr. Stewart explained, 
“The Church England likes train 
young men for ministry and medicine— 


such dual training better fits them for 
the mission like Dr. Stewart 
was full it, remind. 
ing that the Greeks have word 
it, “enthusiasm signifies ‘God 

Speaking proverbs, the one about 
woman’s work never seems 
natural for Dr. Grace Hedg- 
cock, medical director Halu Mohalu, 
Hawaii’s comparatively new commun- 
ity for Hansen’s disease Pearl City, 
near Hedgcock was 
the States August. first 
vacation three she told 
when she signed THE STAR’s guest 
book August 25. Dr. Hedgcock was 
enroute and Michigan for 
visit with relatives. could 
this opportunity visit Carville 
she said. 

Dr. Hedgcock the only resident 
physician Hale Mohalu where there 
120 patients, begin work 
every day 7:00 a.m. and rounds 
are almost continuous,” said the slim, 
petite “lady doctor,” who also reg- 
istered nurse. Dr. Hedgcock assisted 
five registered nurses and medical 
consultants from Honolulu call regular- 
ly. Surgery done Queen’s Hospital, 
Honolulu. 

Dr. Hedgcock reported that 
tients Hawaii are doing well sui- 
fone therapy. “This the first time 
the history the disease that have 
had something that seems really help 
patients regain their health. are 
Promin, Promizole and Sulphe- 
few patients have been taking 
combination treatments two these 
drugs for one year, but too early 
yet determine these combinations 
are speeding arrest.” 

“When patient nearing dis- 
charge,” she added, “the medical social 
worker goes into action taking steps 
sically handicapped the extent that 
not able work and needs wel- 
fare assistance, proper steps are also 
taken.” 

Dr. Hedgcock went Hawaii 
1948 work Kalaupapa, 
famed community the island 
Molokai (there are arrested cases 
still living Kalaupapa and approxi- 
140 other patients). 1950, 
the Territorial Board Health asked 
Hedgcock take charge Hale 

Chaplain Carl Elder introduced 


Mr, Boon Lert Santanin Chieg- 


mai, Thailand, who was here tor 
weeks July-August. Mr. Santania 
described himself utility 
man” Dr. Richard Buker Chieg- 
mai. Dr. Buker heads the institution 
Chiegmai, Northern Thailand, known 
the McKean (HD) Home, project 
the American Missions, Inc. Mr. San- 
tanin, native Thai, came the 
United States the spring attend 
ALM’s convention Dallas. 

When asked Mr. Santanin how 
liked our country, replied without 
much here that would help him carry 
his work and said, “In the name 
the 7,000 patients Chiegmai, 
want say thank you the American 
people. These 7,000 patients are sup- 
ported the generosity the Ameri- 
can people through 

Mr. Santanin was the house guest 
Chaplain and Mrs. Elder 
Carville visit. The Elders knew the 


young Thai worker small 
when they were serving missionaries 
Thailand, then called Siam. Mr. San- 
tanin’s own story inspirational 
one and Chaplain Elder has 
write for THE STAR. 


promised 


(L. R.) Mrs. McCormick, Stanley Stein, 
Mr. Ritter, Buddy Mrs. Ritter, 
Buzzy herself, Mrs. Ritter’s seeing-eye dog, 
and Joey Guerrero. 

Friends Mr, and Mrs. Charles 
Ritter New York looked forward 
their visit here July The Ritters, 
husband and wife team, working 
help the blind were Houston 
attend the annual convention the 
American Workers for 
the Blind, and arrangements were made 
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for them visit Carville “between 


was made possible through 
the generous cooperation Mrs. 
McCormick, Destrehan, THE 
STAR’s liaison representative. Mr. Rit- 
ter charge the Department 
Aids and Appliances for the American 
for the Blind, and Mrs. 
Ritter, though blind herself has mas- 
ter’s degree and does social service work, 
and lectures. 

The Jolly Social Club, organiza- 
tion blinded and 
tients, headed Buddy Iglacies, had 
informal meeting with the 
and group waited for severa! 
hours but the train from Houston was 
very late, and the meeting had 
cancelled, Before hurrying back New 
Orleans catch their train, the 
ters and group friends were enter- 
tained lunch End, typical 
cuisine prepared Mrs. 
ected hostess. 


(In front) Miss Swaing (second row, 
r.) Mrs. Beech, Miss Joey Guerrero; 


(third row, r.) Miss Mrs. Gilch- 


Miss Varnado. 


Drama, particularly religious drama, 
was the main topic one July morning 
when group young people from 
“drama caravan” touring Arkansas and 
signed our STAR guest book. 
The group was then the First Meth- 
odist Church Baton Rouge, and they 
were brought here for look-see 
Mrs. Marjorie Beech, secretary the 
the church. Mrs. Beech’s 
Carville stems from her at- 
filiation with the Business 
sicnal Women’s Club, 


The thespians all talked once 
relation one our favorite subjects. 
However, from the conversation, 
gathered that the workshop they were 
conducting Rouge offered 
courses make-up, lighting, directing, 
religious drama radio and TV, chor- 
rhythmic movement, 
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visitors were, Miss Harriet Barton, 
teacher Norfolk; Miss Margaret 
Nash, East Columbia, Texas, drama- 
major Lon Morris College, Jack- 
Texas; Miss Alice 
Youngstown, Ohio, majoring radio 
and Ohio University and vice- 
president the National Society 
Wesley Players; Mrs. Gilchrest, 


Van, Texas, Mrs. Beech’s sister; and 
Miss Dottye Varnado, Baton Rouge. 
Miss Varnado was seen here the 
Rouge Little Theatre produc- 
tion “Happy Time.” 


Roy Deck and his sister, Madeline, 
New Orleans. The picture their father, 
the late Charles Deck, seen the 
background. 


sincere and understanding friend- 
ship, which began the early 30’s and 
strengihened through the years, was 
demonstrated the visit here 
july, Roy and Madeline Deck 

Orleans, Roy and Madeline heard 
Carville and our educational 
program when they were mere young- 
sters. Their father, the late Charles 
was one our early and staunch- 
est champions. Mr. Deck came Car- 
ville regularly service officer for 
the American Legion and did much 
help local vets well other pa- 
tients. Roy, who with the Depart- 
ment Veterans Affairs, following 
his father’s footsteps. will bring 
the story Carville the attention 
the National Convention the Marine 
Corps League meeting Baltimore. 


Grand Gift 


check for $5,000 was presented 
this hospital the Ladies Auxiliary 
ihe Veterans Foreign Wars Au- 
gust 29. The presentation was made 
Mrs, E.H. Schill, New Orleans, im- 
mediate past national president the 
VFW The generous gift was 
accepted for the hospital Dr. 
Wolcott, Executive Officer. 

Mrs. Schill said that the purpose 
the gift was the sponsoring some 
worthwhile project for the benefit 
the entire patient body. complete 
story with pictures the presentation 
will appear the October STAR. 
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Callers 


Visiting Forty and Wells Ely 
and Guy Land, pictured the steps 
House 15, headquarters THE STAR 
plant. 

With the State convention the 
American Legion meeting Baton 
Rouge, July 23-25, was foregone 
conclusion that some the delegates 
would take time out from business ses- 
sions, committee meetings, 
functions drive the miles from 
Louisiana’s Capital City Carville 
greet friends. 

Here July 23, were Wells Ely, 
Shreveport, and Guy Land, Clarksdale, 
Miss. Voyageur Ely past State head 
the Forty and Eight, and Voyageur 
Land past national head 
Societe. was during Mr. Land’s re- 
gime that the national organization 
purchased modern printing equipment 
for THE STAR, and has never lost 
his interest our work. Mr. Land was 
Baton Rouge address the Grand 
Promenade the Forty and Eight. 
Another convention caller was Charles 
Lewis, Bogalusa, The visiting voyageurs 
were all brought Carville our 
“standby” Frank Nesom. 

Joe Darwin Shreveport felt that 
had disappointed his many friends 
here not showing during the con- 
vention, But, Joe more than made 
for this driving down spend the 
afternoon the next Sunday, August 

The Convention program was beau- 
tiful 52-page slick job, artistically done 
with many illustrations. One whole 
page the program was devoted 
telling the story Carville—“No Long- 
They Walk Howell 
May, Grand Chef Gare Passe, Forty 
and Eight, Voyageur May was conven- 
tion chairman for the Forty and Eight 
are indebted Howell for this 
educational publicity. 


Ladies the Auxiliary 


The newly elected State president 
the American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. 
only attractive but she thoughtful 
person. Mrs. Jenkins’ first official visit 
was Carville. She was elected 
Sunday morning, and the afternoon 
drove here present Aline Stribbling, 
president the local Spann Unit 

—continued page 


Auxiliary 
188, ALA, and Kitty Boudreaux, 
Fetite Chapeau Passe, Eight and Forty, 
with gorgeous bouquets American 
roses, her Convention flowers. 
With Mrs. Jenkins were Mrs. George 
New Orleans, Department 
retary; Mrs. Lamont Seals, Homer, now 
the national chaplain; and Mrs, 
McCormick, Destrehan, Car- 
ville chairman, 

Mrs. Lucien Landry, New Orleans, 
newly elected Demi Chapeau, Eight 
Forty, and Mr, Landry, visited lo- 
cal members the Eight and Forty 
July 26, bring souvenirs from the 
convention. 


Texas Voyageur Visits 

the hottest day this record 
breaking summer, Voyageur Joe Row- 
ley and his wife, San Antonio, Texas, 
visited our community for the first 
time. Joe has been hot the trail 
STAR subscriptions Texas for some 
years, and annual contributor 
our Community Christmas party funds. 
was good having them with for 
brief time talk things over, and 
anticipate another visit when the 
weather moderates. 


FOR YOUR 
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Keeping Carville Style 
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took plenty leather, know-how, pa- 
tience and time re-cover the 442 seats 


our theatre, but Edwards, Nash- 
ville (in the foreground), and Lester Wion, 
Greenville, Ohio, employees the Theatre 
Seat Service Company, Nashville, had what 
takes the job. 


costs money keep this hospital 
the style which has not always 
been accustomed. Lately, our generous 
Uncle Samuel has been digging down 
deep his jeans, and coming with 
big wad the long green pay the 
tab for many local improvements. More 
are the offing. 

The chairs the theatre have new 
dress fine plastic leather shade 
camel tan. “Sure looks nice,” said 
one sidewalk superintendent, putting 
his stamp approval the com- 
pleted job, Uncle’s check—$3,094. 
match the bright new look the seats, 
the theatre lobby being redecorated. 
Local painters are doing the job. The 
distaff members THE STAR staff 
agree the color scheme selected 
pink and moss green, they 
reported, 

The cold storage plant the pro- 
cess being rebuilt. Direct expansion 
refrigerating units are 
stalled eliminate the old system 
brine refrigeration. The contract went 
Eaton, Baton Rouge. Uncle 
Sam’s check—$4,950. 

Gas automatic control equipment 
being installed the boiler power 
plant the approximate cost $5,000. 

Advice from Washington 
tentative approval funds permit 
during the fiscal year Included 
among the projects are the following: 
Patient kitchen floor repairs 
($7,500), (2) Replace approximately 
linoleum floor covering 
($20,000), (3) Paint interior pas- 
sageways ($15,500), and (4) Extension 
gas incinerator ($3,200). un- 
derstand effort under way launch 
these needed repairs before January 


Educational Front 


When the National Biennial the 
and Professional 
Clubs met St. Louis July, one 
delegate undertook the business en- 
lightening some the other delegates 
Carville and Hansen’s disease. Says 
Mrs, Toepfer (Betty Nesom 
ville were presented five our na- 
tional officers. also gave copy 
THE STAR and copy 
(Lions’ pictorial magazine) 
each state president. Educating the pub- 
lic slow tedious and often fruitless 
process, but the seeds were planted.” 
are grateful Betty Toepfer, one 
our favorite people, for making our 
business her business. 


Dr. Wolcott, Clinical Director 
this hospital and Mr. Rick- 
man, Jr., Director Community Ac- 
tivities, appeared WAFB-TV (Baton 
Rouge) Friday, August 13. They were 
interviewed Mrs. Myrtle Anderson, 
Home Demonstration agent for Iber- 
ville Parish. Mrs, Anderson visits Car- 
ville regularly, The program, ar- 
ranged Mrs. Anderson, was designed 
answer some often asked questions 
about Carville, 


Citation 

Dr. Dallis also originated and authors 
“Judge Parker,” another comic 
Begun only year ago, the Judge Park- 
feature illustrates the legal 
much the same manner that Dr. 
Morgan characterizes the 
fession. And speaking citations, addi- 
tional congratulations Dr, Dallis are 
order, the annual meeting the 
American Bar Association Chicago 
August, Dr. Dallis and Del Heilman 
(cartoonist for the strip), 
sented with special citation 
your applied talent, 
originality and resourcefulness demon- 
strated the accurate and engaging 
portrayal the role the Lawyer and 
the Judge our society.” 

This the first time the history 
two such staid organizations the 
American Medical Association and the 
American Bar Association 
have awarded citations the creator 
comic strip. Boy, page Mr, Hodge, 
who observed: “He wise who knows 
the source knowledge—who knows 


who has written and where 
found.” 


Kindly make your checks money 
crders payable THE STAR avoid con- 
fusion cashing them. 
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Avoiding Unpleasant 
Dr. Walter Alvarez 


Emeritus Consultant Medicine, Mayo Clinic and 
Emeritus Professor Medicine, Mayo Foundation 


patient recently became somewhat 
that her boy had epilepsy. She 
inat this word should never used 
any physician anyone, 

She preferred that use term like 
convulsive disorder dysrhythmia. 
Then found that she never wanted 
hear the words cancer tuberculosis 
insanity. each case she wanted 
some substitute used. Scientists speak 
such hurtful words “polarized,” 
carrying too big content painful 
emotion, 

laughed, and told her that sym- 
pathized with her, but thought 
would much better this world 
all would resolutely face unpleas- 
ant facts, matter what name .they 
went by. 

Some years ago father, who 
was physician, used tell how 
handicapped often was, trying 
help people with tuberculosis, when 
they just wouldn’t face the fact that 
they had it. They would not permit 
the word consumption, then current, 
mentioned their hearing; and 
they would not anything for 
selves that might tip the neighbors 
what they had. 

They were almost ashamed hav- 
ing tuberculosis they would have 
been having horrible venereal dis- 
ease. And, result, most them re- 
fused near sanatorium, and 
niost them died, 

Actually, father would explain 
them, tuberculosis could not 
disgrace because even babies got it, and 
came through the air with the dust. 
was more disgraceful than bad 
cold. Only gradually the next 
vears was some this shame taken 
away, until today when man gets tu- 
berculosis generally willing use 
the word; willing tell his neigh- 
bors that has it, and willing 
sanatorium and stay there until 
cured. How much better this is! 

Today, the field that was taught 
call cemetery called resurrection 
park orsome other nice-sounding name. 
The man whom used call under- 
taker now mortician, and 
goes. What worry about now what 
are going call mortician when 
that name has gathered unto lot 
unpleasant association! 

few years ago many people were 
pleased when they got rid those un- 
pleasant words, idiot, and imbecile, and 
simpleton, and called the poor child 
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with retarded mind moron. That 
until everybody 
learned what moron is, and now 
are having find other and more 
pleasant-sounding words for the same 
condition. 

fear that the procession new 
der why don’t all quit fooling our- 
and face bravely all the unpleas- 
facts life. 

What great day was for 
tion and medicine when newspapers 
end radio announcers got over their 
fear man’s prudishness and dared 
mention the word syphilis. Why was 
great day? Because then many good 
people could become aware the fact 
that outside many army camp 
was village full women who were 
infecting our boys with diseases, which 
sometimes wrecked their health for the 
rest their days, brought them 
untimely death. long we, men 
and women, closed our eyes this sort 
thing, and refused mention 
even with bated breath, could on. 
Without our backing, was often dif- 
ficult for the army physicians buck 
the gangsters who ran the villages and 
lived off the girls. 

However, often our terrible and un- 
justifiable prejudice against word 
and unfair harmless victims dis- 
ease. thinking leprosy. few 
months ago visited hospital full 
(Hansen’s disease) patients and talked 
with the nice doctor charge. told 
what had long known, because 
years ago father was expert 
leprosy, and that that the disease 
hard transmit from one person 
another. People have lived all their life 
the same house with (leprosy) pa- 
tient without getting it, But, today, 
were found that man who had once 
suffered from leprosy but was now per- 
fectly well was going through town, 
much stupid fear him might 
shown. avoid this, today leprosy 
being called Hansen’s disease. This 
one change that heartily approve 
because hope will cause Ameri- 
cans lose our horrible and quite un- 
justified fear very rare and only 
slightly contagious disease. —Reprinted 


from Dr. Alvarez’s column June 
1954, 


Alvarez’s widely read weekly col- 
umn distributed the Register 
bune Syndicate, Des Moines, Iowa, 


newspapers all over the United States, 
Canada, Latin-America and Europe. 
one America’s most distin- 
guished physicians and are indebted 
him for his continuing efforts en- 
lighten the public Hansen’s disease, 
particularly for his understanding atti- 
tude towards terminology, —Ed. 


Med. Mission Conf. Discusses 


Hansen’s disease (under its historical 
misnomer) was one the topics dis- 
cussed the 5-day medical mission 
held New York City 
June, sponsored the Christian Med- 
ical Council for Overseas Work the 
National Council Churches. The 
public health sessions were held under 
the joint auspices the council and 
the faculty the Harvard School 
Public Health. 

According Mr. Raymond Currier, 
Executive Secretary, American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc., New York, “The Medi- 
cal Mission Conference didn’t concern 
(Hansen’s disease) any great extent 
and didn’t have much any publicity 
because it’s just sort ‘family 
fair’ within the Protestant mission 
world, Dr, Douglas Forman, secretary 
sub-committee the National 
Council Churches sets every 
year, primarily for new missionaries 
who are about their fields 
ing the summer early fall and, 
lesser extent, older missionaries who 
are furlough the United States 
the time. gives day each 
principal subject such public health, 
tuberculosis, (Hansen’s disease), etc.” 

Mr. Currier spoke briefly the con- 
ference about the administrative and 
financial arrangements for 
who want ALM’s money 
work with. 

Robert Cochrane, London, 
technical medical advisor ALM, Inc. 
lectured and held symposium the 
day devoted discussing Hansen’s dis- 
ease. The number attendance this 
year was 65. 

Mr. Currier said, “Dr. 
urging Dr. Cochrane plan all his 
trips the U.S. include these 
June dates and, least for next year, 
will so.’ 

Dr. Cochrane, one the world’s 
leading Hansen’s disease, 
visited Carville May and was inter- 
viewed THE STAR (June 
Concerning this interview, Dr. Coch- 
rane wrote, was touched with much 
what you said, and all have say 
meet with friends Carville, 
know something their struggles, their 
ideals and their achievements,” 


Phony True 


was inevitable that the name “lep- 
word completely dominated 
the emotions, would sooner later 
turn peg which hang one 
those highly melodramatic yarns 
found the confession type maga- 
zine, Two such stories purportedly writ- 
ten ex-Carville patients presented 
the gospel truth, 
They were phonies, both them. 

True Story (August MacFad- 
den publication, led off with opus 
under the cheerful little title Was 
the Walking Dead.” The story 
was convincing that was awarded 
prize, although the editors never did 
make quite clear just what kind 
prize. Not outdone its rival 
mag, True Romances (September 
with its own epic, book-length story 
called, Was One the Living 
Apparently death not taking 
holiday this season, titlewise. The 
MacFadden and Dell boys have ganged 
him. 


One doubts the authors these 
stories, whoever they are, had 
ever even visited Carville. The stories 
are loaded 


not have space discuss the 
many both stories. How- 
ever, noted that describing the 
physical plant here Carville, the 
authors rebuilt the place keeping 
with their vivid imaginations, e.g., 
wes shown plain little room 
cottage that nestled alongside main 
wandered outside the cot- 
tage. The main building was lovely, 
cld, modernized. 
Around were scattered many cottages 
and other buildings.... There were 
wires surrounding the place, 
the heroine, Nancy, 
the Administration building, which 
situated the station, not the hos- 
pital proper, and Nancy moved into 
one the cottages, “nestling along- 
side,” she was occupying room 
cottage reserved for doctors and other 
hospital personnel and their families. 
Now, that’s what call preferred at- 
tention! The story begins the mid 
20’s and that time there certainly 
was “barbed wire.” The fence still 
here (not keep the patients in, but 
keep cows out, are told). 


the True Romances yarn which 
also unfolded from the the 
heroine didn’t get little room.” 
Instead, “my room was unexpectedly 
pleasant, with bright curtains the 


windows, rug the floor, desk and 
from private bathroom, she didn’t 
even have face bowl her room, but 
those days shared one the hall 
other patients, 

True Story, the heroine 
over the nonchalantly when- 
ever she chooses. Had this happened, 
would not have had time for 
her love affair she would have been 
the local bastille almost constantly, 
nor could she have spent much time 
the “children’s ward” which, inci- 
there none and never was, 
she described it. 

Lest accused quibbling, 
True Story contained some serious er- 
especially concerning treatment. 
“The only treatment Dr, Howard 
could prescribe was chaulmoogra oil. 
swallowed with food and injected into 
the made violently 
Violently ill? would have prob- 
ably caused embolism and could 
have been fatal. Chaulmoogra oil was 
not injected into the bloodstream. 
wes injected intramuscularly. 

Some the other presented 
the stories only tended show one 
clearly—that the writers were fair- 
with Hansen’s disease, but 
second-hand manner. Their 
showed the influence Miracle 
Carville. the recent Rex Morgan 
encyclopedias and THE STAR. 
The authors probably used these—and 
other reading matter they could find 
so-called and pieced their 
together like patchwork quilt. 

True Story referred THE STAK, 
naper hublished some patients.” It’s 
hero, Mac, was supposedly one our 
co-workers, but one can recall any- 
one answering Mac’s description, big 
redhead, etc.” Greg, the hero True 
Romances was described former 
movie actor. was getting some pretty 
good supporting roles Hollywood 
musicals when this bug hit me.” Where 
was Greg hiding when were staging 
eur Little Theatre productions here 
the 30’s? could have. certainly used 
him. Another character, Marie, had 
“That’s cinch for leper until you 
carry too far.” Carville has had more 
than its share through 
the years, including several “balls 
fire,” but never fire eater. Moreover, 
Marie’s comment nonsense. 
Marie not the only character the 
story who refers herself 
The odious word 


Stories 


throughout even Greg’s appeal 
the concluding paragraph the story 
“the several thousand lepers 
large and their families, Car- 
ville for help.” This objectionable 
defeats its own purpose brand- 
ing the prospective patient with stig- 
matic term. 

Despite inaccuracies and certain ob- 
jectionable angles, both stories give 
lems not infrequently encountered 
Carville patients from the time diag- 
nosis, adjustments while Carville, 
adjustments after leaving Carville. 
True Romances, Marcy’s family 
friends and neighbors that she 
berculosis and has gone sanator- 
ium. This has happened time and again 
real life because the unwarranted 
ceptions fostered the 
Both are basically love 
stories and the experiences 
count parallel those more than one 
Carvillian, families broken years 
separation, divorce and remarriage 
(True Story). The plot the True 
Romences story patterned after 
Carville, broken engagement 


the girl goes Carville and the 


romance and happiness she finds 
here. 

The crux the problem 
stories, our opinion, lies the type 
for which they were written. 
Carrying other stories with such titles 
Age Wolf Pack,” Had 
Baby,” “They Branded Me— 
Killer” (True Story), and “TNT Girl,” 
Handed Son the Keys Death,’ 
etc. (True Romances), 
lends itself exaggeration, sensation- 
alism and the like. Had the stories been 
done less dramatic style, under 
less glaring headlines, and for publica- 
tions dealing real truth, not the com- 
mercial kind, immeasurable good might 
have been done helping educate the 
public better understanding our 
problems. Even so, think some good 
that direction was accomplished. 
‘These magazines have 
news-stand circulation and will reach 
segment the public that otherwise 
would not read stories articles about 
Hansen’s disease, 

want make one point 
clear, think the editors True 
Story and True Romances intended 
help. Both stories contain 
lent statements, such this one from 
True Romances, speak- 
ing), “We longer feel that leprosy 
the correct term for the disease the 
twentieth century.” Touche! 
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The man who introduced the bill 
into Congress 1917 that provided 
for the establishment national hos- 
pital for the treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease, Joseph Ransdell, died his 
home Lake Providence, Louisiana, 
July 27, the age Rans- 
dell who served Congress for con- 
secutive years, years the House, 
the Senate, was the oldest former 
member Congress the time his 
_death. 

After his long congressional service 
ended 1930, Senator Ransdell became 
executive director the National In- 
stitute Health, the research arm 
the United States Public Health Serv- 
ice, now located Bethesda, Maryland. 
Mr. Ransdell also wrote the bill which 
established the His public 
ice contributions were important and 
many. was organizer and president 
for years the National Rivers and 
Harbors Congress and organizer and 
first president the National Mer- 
chant Marine Association. 

Senator Ransdell who had served un- 
der every president from McKinley 
was “one the last the 
frock-coated Southern legislators.” 
enjoy tremendous popularity 
Washington where his goatee and 


May 1953, Sister Charity, 
Daughter St. Vincent Paul, vis- 
ited Carville for three weeks. This 
itself was not unusual 
There are visiting here 
from time since their Order has 
been duty Carville for the past 
years, But this visitor, Sister Vin- 
cent Louise, was unusual, and her visit 
was awaited with more than usual in- 
terest us. Sister Vincent Louise’s visit 
Carville was for two special pur- 
poses. She came here from St. 
Central House, Emmitsburg, Maryland, 
study Hansen’s disease 
tion for assignment Trinidad, 
Bolivia, South America. Enroute, Sr. 
Vincent Louise stopped over St, 
Louis attend the World Mission Ex- 
hibit and accept behalf the 
editor THE STAR, the Damien- 
Dutton plaque awarded him, 

Sister Vincent Louise had very 
warm personality and serenity not un- 
mixed with considerable animation. 
She was one the most interesting 
people have ever met. Sister told 
that 1919 she applied for nursing 
duty Carville but had been sent 
China instead. She served the Orient 
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The Last Sleep 


Senator Joseph Ransdell 


white frock coat made him easy pick 
out the floor the Senate. 
Senator Ransdell maintained his in- 
terest Carville through the years and 
June 1952, THE STAR saluted him 
“national This was 
the time the publication his 


Sister Vincent Louise 


for years, years full great service 
others under the most trying con- 
ditions which she was reluctant talk 
about. But learned that prior her 
return the United States 1952, Sr. 
Vincent Louise had experienced bomb- 
ings from war, destruction hospitals, 
death all sides, and finally arrest 
and internment. 

Now our sad duty record the 
death Sister Vincent Louise June 
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Jackson- 
ville, Florida. Sister’s death was due 
third degree burns which she received 
when can wood alcohol she was at- 
tempting seal exploded, and she was 
enveloped flames, The tragic acci- 
dent occured the hospital, San 
Juan, Bolivia, May Sr. Vincent 
Louise was flown Lima, Peru, for 
transfusions and later the States. Sis- 
ter’s almost last words, not her last, 
and her thoughts were for the pa- 
tients Trinidad. She had had ping- 
pong table built for them and she re- 
minded those around her sure 
and get pingpong set for the patients’ 
recreation. 

Sister Vincent Louise’s funeral mass 
was offered Bishop O’Shea assisted 


life story, “Ransdell Louisiana” 
Adras Laborde, Benziger Brothers, Inc., 
New York. prize 
autographed copy this biography 
sent Mr. Ransdell. One chap- 
ter the Ransdell book devoted 
Carville and its activities. 

prominent Catholic layman, Sen- 
ator Ransdell received one the high- 
est honors bestowed his church when 
was made Knight St. Gregory 
Great 1937 Pope Pius 

memorial Senator Ransdell are yet 
under way. What more appropriate 
place for such memorial than Car- 
ville whose very existence national 
institution came about largely through 
the efforts the Senator. Not long 
ago, the Danner organ 
chimes system was dedicated 
Protestant chapel here (Star, May 1954). 
William Danner and Senator Ransdell 
worked closely together the legisla- 
tion which established national 
raising funds for the Danner Memorial 
and now suggest similar project 
for the Ransdell Memorial. stained 
glass window the beautiful Roman- 
esque Catholic chapel here would 
fitting memorial Senator Ransdell. 


several Vincentian Fathers, all 
whom had served with her China. 

Sister Vincent Louise, native 
Michigan, was her 60’s when she 
went her new post Bolivia, She 
had learn new language and make 
new adjustments. After many difficult 
years the Orient, would seem that 
she had done her share good this 
earth. But Sr. Vincent Louise was true 
the highest ideals her Order, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul, 
“service all black, 
red, yellow and brown. 

matters not what hour the 
righteous fall asleep. Death cannot 
come untimely him who fit 
die. Milman 
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The information you sent 
formative and helpful, and supplied 
with sufficient material give 
interesting and truthful report. 

instructor let present top- 
orally class, and after the report 
surprised learn how many false ideas 
the other students had about Hansen’s 
disease and was glad that could cor- 
rect 

order that future students may 
benefit from it, gave the material 
our School Nursing, where will 
times. 

Audrey Opulski 
Unit 6-G, University Conn. 
Storrs, Connecticut 


riner. follow him from one Navy as- 
signment another. For two years 
was stationed New Orleans. During 
that period, was educational director 
the School Nursing the South- 
ern Baptist Hospital. 

The students there had never been 
group visit Carville. When 
talked with the senior class about mak- 
ing visit, they were most enthusiastic. 
The hospital administrator, Dr. Frank 
Tripp, very generously agreed let 
them have day, with food 
portation provided the hospital, for 
the trip. was very stimulating and 
educational experience for all us. 
The next year the next senior class 
was granted the same privilege and 
have heard that last year, those seniors 
went too. Naturally hoping that 
the senior trip Carville has become 
annual tradition. 

Now are Virginia. teach- 
ing nursing arts the School Nurs- 
ing the Medical College Virginia. 
When had class about the care 
patients with communicable diseases, 
told the class about Hansen’s disease, 
and them some copies THE 
STAR that you had given when 
was your office. Several the girls 
Africa work among patients with 
HD. Many were interested that 
told them subscribe THE STAR 
for them have sent one 
their class officers, 
wanted sent her mother, science 
teacher, And finally sent along 
planned since that first exciting 
visit, when you people were gracious 
and hospitable us. 


Mail Bag 


From Home and Abroad 


Congratulations THE STAR 
for the contribution they are making 

Mrs. Frances Russell, R.N. 
Richmond, Virginia 


* * * 


Here our department, are very 
much interested THE STAR. This 
facility tuberculosis hospital and 
that are similar our working with 
those who are being treated for chron- 
disease such Hansen’s disease. 
patients also publish bi-monthly 

Willard Cannon, Social Worker 
Social Service Department 


Veterans Administration Hospital 
Oteen, North Carolina 


* * * 


Among the many professional and 
non-professional magazines subscribe 
to, THE STAR continues the unique 
position magazine actually make 


point find time for reading. 


Ehrenburg 
Social Worker 
San Francisco, California 


should have subscribed THE 
STAR long ago because have had 
more than ordinary contact with your 
institution. know practically all 
your patients from St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands, where was administrator, and 
also knew Drs. Faget and Johansen who 
came there study our Island prob- 


lems. 
Harry Taylor 
Upper Montclair, New Jersey 


place THE STAR the reception 
here the Medical Arts Build- 
ing. story Catholic Digest first 
started interest Hansen’s disease. 
Against Leprosy Dr. Johansen) 
strengthened resolve some- 


thing about it. 
Mrs. George Schlenker 


Paso, Texas 

Mrs. Schlenker the wife Dr. 
George Schlenker, neuro-psychia- 
—Ed. 


was deeply rewarding experience 
spend week with Dr. Schweitzer 
his Emma Haussknecht, 
who spoke here Wilmington Feb- 
ruary, now Lambarene. 

The copies THE STAR interested 
very much, The hospital Carville 
looks wonderful the pictures, 


moved that treatment the pa- 
tients can take place such 


program, would very glad so. 
Mrs. Wanderburg III 


Delaware 

Wanderburg, one THE 
STAR’s new subscribers, spent eight 
days visiting Dr. Albert 
hospital Lambarene, last October. 
Schweitzer’s hospital for the past 
years, visited Carville last February. 
share Mrs. Wardenburg’s great ad- 
for Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner, Schweitzer, philosopher, teach- 
author, musician and above all hu- 
manitarian, who has become legend 
his own lifetime, 


leaving for Thailand and 
would like have THE STAR con- 
tinue come over there. Since 
leaving your fine place early March, 
alter very enlightening days spent 
your midst, have had the privilege 
tell many people about the courage and 
fortitude you have attacking your 
problems. THE STAR doing fine 
work. 

hoping that after another five 
years the Mission field Thailand, 
can visit you again and will find ig- 
and superstition lessened 
your fine work. 


Ralph Chas. Lewis, M.D. 
Bangkok Christian Hospital 
Bangkok, Thailand 


* * 


the name the hospital for 
Hansen’s disease here Puerto Rico, 
have been trying tochange the name 
“Hospital for and the Depart- 
ment Health has been requested 
change this name but said requests have 
been avail. hope that the 
near future the name the hospital 
will changed. 
Haydee Ruiz Rivero 
Medical Social Worker the 
Hospital for (HD) 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Mrs. Rivero currently preparing 
thesis the social implications so- 
called leprosy and THE STAR co- 
operating. shall also cooperate 
rid the hospital the odious 
word its title, 


September 1954 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for tts 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infantg and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“official” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 


human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 
* * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical. workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 


such record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* 
man woman may remain perfect physical health 


for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 


ing. 
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You Gan Say That Again! 


“Do not fear repeat what has already been said. Men need the truth dinned 
into their ears many times and from all sides. The first rumor makes them prick 
their ears, the second registers, and the third Rene Theophile Hya- 
cinthe Laennec (1781-1826), Regius Professor Medicine, College France, 

are taking Monsieur Laenec’s advice, and will use this space again 
and again bring you the word eminent medical men that the name “lep- 
rosy” applied Hansen’s disease historical misnomer. 

“We may conclude that the description the Bible has not the 
slightest resemblance Hansen’s disease and that Hansen’s disease was very 
probably unknown Biblical times and did not make its appearance until the 
late pre-Christian era. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s disease 
has semantic basis only, the word ‘leprosy’ has been used for different dis- 
eases during the course time.” Tas, Department Dermatology, He- 
brew University, Jerusalem, Israel. (From paper presented Dr, Tas the 


International Congress the History Science Jerusalem, August 1953). 


Carville, 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 
Address 
City 
Subscription $1.00 per year. stamps please 


NOTE:— KINDLY MAKE CHECKS MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE 
THE STAR 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 


Published monthly patients the U.S. Public Healtr 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 
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